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Zoning 101 

• Zoning is a tool local governments use to 
regulate the use of land and buildings. 

• A Zoning Code is a law passed by local 
governments regulating the size, type, 
structure, nature and use of land or 
buildings. 

• Zoning also regulates such things as parking 
and signage as well. 

• Title 17 is part of the zoning code. 
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Why did we rewrite so soon after new code? 

• Conform the Zoning Code to a 2015 Supreme Court case, known as 
Reed v. Town of  Gilbert. 

• Jurisdictions may not use content as a factor in their code or have 
temporary signs. 

¾ Proposed title governs signs by form, size and placement.    

¾ In other words signs can be described by district and type but not 
what is on them.   

Why amend now? 

¾ Some items were not resolved in the 2018 legislation and carry 
over. 

¾ Last almost 2 years watching how it functions to determine 
tweaks. 

¾ Based on experience, interpretation issues and informal feedback 
on needed fixes. 
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Summary: Existing Regulations 

from 2018/2019 Signage Rewrite 
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Sign Types in the Existing Code 
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Requirements By Sign Type 

(Subtitle 4) 

•A-Frame  
•Alcoholic Beverage and Cigarette 

Advertising Signs (generally 
prohibited) 

•Awning or Canopy Signs and Open-
Structural Framework Signs 

•Banner Signs 
•Billboards 
•Electronic Signs 
•Freestanding Signs 
•Moving or Flashing Signs 
•Obscene Signs (generally 

prohibited) 
•Portable Signs (generally 

prohibited) 
•Projecting Signs 
•Roof Signs 
•Wall Signs 
•Window Signs  

 
•Provisional Fence Signs are 

allowed, but no Subtitle 4 
standards. 

Title 17 Subtitles and Tables 
in Existing Code 

 
Subtitle 1:Purpose of Title; Definitions 

Subtitle 2: Placement, Design and 
Construction 

Subtitle 3: Sign Dimension 
Measurement Methodology 

Subtitle 4: Requirements By Sign Type 

Subtitle 5: Areas of Special Signage 
Control 

Table 17-201: Sign Regulations  

Table 17-306:Maximum 
Cumulative Area of Signs 
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Subtitle 4 - Requirements by Sign type 

•  The section is broken down by defined sign types and 
establishes special standards or rules for each type. 

• The ability to do a sign on a lot is determined by both underlying 
zoning and use category. Table 17-201 shows which signs you can 
do in which zoning category, but subtitle 4 details which use 
categories can have which sign type. 

• Outlines where the sign is allowed (ie. types of uses) 

• Subtitle 4 may have additional placement standards, illumination 
standards or construction standards. 

• To be used in conjunction with Table 17-201: Sign Regulations. 
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Table 17-201 
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Table 17-201 cont’d 

 



P
LA

N
N

IN
G C

O
M

M
ISSIO

N – O
C
T
O

B
ER 18, 2018 

ZONING CODE- TITLE 17 SIGN REGULATIONS AMENDMENTS 

Baltimore City Department of Planning 10 

Table 17-306 

• Table 17-306 Maximum Cumulative Area of Signs is the 
“budget”. It tells you how much signage you can do on a 

lot.  
¾ Only for zoning districts that allow ASSCs. 
¾ Follow the column based on the largest sign in your 

ASSC signage plan. 
 
• Benefit and Rationale of this table: 

• With the addition of very large electronic signs this 
table regulates “over-signage” on most buildings and 

lots. 
• The larger the electronic signs allowed through a 

signage plan, the less amount of “other” signage is 

allowed on a lot.  
• Encourages the lot owner to prioritize signage on their 

lot. 
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Table 17-306 
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Example of Sign Types and Consider Maximum 
Total Area Allowed On A Lot 
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2021 Proposed Amendments  
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Specific Areas of Focus 

• Conditional Signs to BMZA 

• Electronic Signs for institutions and historic 
structures 

• Measurement Methodology for Quantity 

• Allowing Sign Area Splits for Freestanding and 
clarifications for Wall sign splits 

• Painted Signs 

• Definition Clarification for Ground Floor/ Above 
Ground Floor 

• Any updates to tables 
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Conditional Signs to Board of Municipal and Zoning 
Appeals 

• Not a new concept, but was removed. 

• These amendments would reintroduce the concept to the 
code and modify several Titles to define, place in the text 
for findings of fact and evaluation procedures. 

• Would also allow for the introduction of “CB” into Table 

17-201 to denote a sign type is conditional to the Board. 
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Subtitle 3 – Sign Dimension Measurement Methodology  

• Updates to define how to measure quantity and maximum 
area in Table 17-201. 

• Adds in measurement  “exemptions” for: 

• Signs required by the Building Code and life safety; and 

• Splits in wall signs and freestanding signs 
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Electronic Signs 

• Allow Category I (max 15 sqft.) electronic signs to 
institutional uses in the residential zoning categories. 
Modifies Table 17-201 and the “Where Allowed” section in 

Subtitle 4. 

• Allow electronic signs on canopies for historic theater 
buildings that have had historic/existing canopy structures. 

¾ Modificaitons will be made to the Awning/Canopy Signs 
and Electronic Signs in Subtitle 4. 
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Splitting Max Area for Wall Signs 
 
•The ability exists for wall signs in certain zoning categories, 
but will expand the categories and uses (ie Grocery Stores in 
C-2 of a certain size). 
 

•The amendments will clarify this ability as an exemption 
from the measurement methodology for certain categories. 
 
•Clarifies the inability to go to BMZA to increase the area and 
then split the signage. 
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Clarifying and Splitting Max Area for Freestanding 
Signs  
•Add ability that exists for wall signs to split freestanding 
signs. 
•Ability would be granted for drive-thru facilities only in 
certain zoning categories. 
 

•The amendments will clarify this ability as an exemption 
from the measurement methodology for certain categories. 
 

•Clarifies the inability to go to BMZA to increase the area and 
then split the signage. 
 

•Clarifies that maximum area of multiple signs cannot be 
combined into one large sign. 
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Adding Painted Signs (mural signs) 
•Add painted signs as a specific type. Amendments will: 

•Define Painted Signs 
•Add in standards in Subtitle 4 
•Add in measurement methodology 
•Add to table 17:201 (which categories, how big, how 
many, etc.) 

•Measurement Methodology will clarify how to measure 
signage portion and not the “art” portion. 
•Definition will focus on painted signs as a composition that is 
not affixed, but applied directly to with certain mediums. 
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Clarifying Ground Floor/Above Ground Floor 
 
•Some zoning categories combine the amount of wall signage 
for the entire building and others allow different amounts 
based on ground floor and above ground floor. 
 

•Issue is that larger single story buildings may need larger 
amount of wall signage than what is currently allowed, but 
users like having the automatic allotment of signage for 
ground floor retail in mixed-use multi-story buildings. 
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Clarifying Ground Floor/Above Ground Floor 
 
•Add in definitions to subtitle 1 of Title 17 clarifying the 
intent that above ground floor does not include decorative 
parapets and other structures that extend beyond the roof 
line, nor does it include interior loft spaces or mezzanines. 
•Clarify in measure methodology what the combined language 
means. 
•May add in an exemption for larger single story buildings 
with a certain amount of street frontage in categories where 
the allotment is combined (ie grocery stores in C-1). 
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Timeline : 

• November 19, 2020-  Public Informational Meeting 

• By early December 2020- will put out presentation 

for public comment and give 2 week comment 

period. 

• January/February- Finalize Drafting Legislation  

• Late 1st Quarter 2021- Introduce Legislation 

 

 

 


